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STANDARD - EXAMENEK 


MIAMI — Ted is dead, and good riddance. 

Worm food, finally. 

If you think his execution makes the streets ary 
safer, you are sadly deluded. If you think the heal- 
lines will deter the next deranged serial kille, 
you're dreaming. 

But if you regard Tuesday’s electrocution purey 
as a punishment for Theodore Bundy’s horrd 
crimes, then there is a sense of justice to be taka 
from it. 

- What’s disturbing is the air of festivity and cez- 
bration that has accompanied Bundy’s death. Its 
as if this event marks a shining triumph for te 
state of Florida, when in fact it is a textbook exai- 
ple of a Death Row quagmire that is getting mce 
hopeless, more congested, more insoluble by tê 
day. 

Ten years it has taken to carry out the Buny 
sentence. Ten years of appeals, counter-appea, 
stays, stays of stays, hearings, rehearings and mre 
appeals. In that time, hundreds more murderrs 
joined Bundy on the nation’s death rows. Most vll 
still be there at the turn of the century. 

They might not attain Bundy’s bold headlines 2- 
cause their crimes were not so sensational, their i- 
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olent appetites not so prolific. Not that these killers 
are any less evil at the core than Ted Bundy; in- 
deed, some of them might be worse, if that is possi- 
ble. 


Ted, though, had become a bona fide celebrity. 
Five books were written about him; charming, they 
all said. Charming and diabolical. Handsome, too. 
Tailor-made for People magazine, this killer. Natu- 
rally he became the subject of that ultimate banali- 
ty, a made-for-TV-movie. The man who portrayed 
Bundy was an actor, Mark Harmon, who had been 
voted the sexiest man in America. 


After all this glitzy attention, it is no wonder 
there was enormous interest in the ritual of Ted 
Bundy’s death. State prison officials received a re- 
cord number of requests from civilians desiring to 
witness the electrocution. I have no doubt that if 
they had broadcast it live opposite the Super Bowl, 
Bundy would have beaten Joe Montana in the rat- 
ings. 

The public blood lust goes well beyond sympathy 


for Bundy’s victims and their families. This execu- 
tion was an event to be relished, enjoyed. Radio 
disc jockeys made jokes and played witless jingles. 
Geeks with brown teeth and room-temperature IQs 
paced cheap Fry Bundy T-shirts around Starke, 

a. 

People with nothing better to do stood ankle- 
deep in cow dung across from the prison, and 


waved hand-scrawled posters exhorting the execu- 


tioner. Doubtlessly some of these same upturned 
faces had been out protesting fervently against 
abortion. 


I would welcome all of them to sit in on the next 
execution. I have. Seeing it didn’t change my mind 
about the need for a death penalty, but I won’t be 
rawing any cute posters or humming any jingles. 
Itis a ghastly, nauseating, barbaric ceremony, but I 
don’t know what else to do with a monster such as 
Bundy. 


Certainly frustration played a role in the partying 
we saw this week. By dodging his sentence again 
and again, Bundy had seemed to be mocking the 
icourts, his victims, society. So after all those years 
and so many close calls, the nation’s most infa- 
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` Bund y’s long road to execution exposes death row failure 


4 f mnous serial murderer was going to get what he de- 


served. It’s not surprising that people cheered when 


it finally happened. 


Still, the relatives of those Bundy murdered 
didn’t derive much satisfaction from the sight of 


‘morons selling T-shirts showing Ted strapped in 
~ Old Sparky. 


The father of one of the dead women said of the 


Bundy execution: “It’s not important to me now. 


The thing I'd like to have back, I can’t.” 
It would be a foolish mistake to think of this as a 


~~ landmark victory for capital punishment. The log- 


jam has not been broken. The justice system is not 
speeding toward justice. Keep in mind that Bundy’s 


, last-ditch appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court on 


Monday was rejected by a margin of only one vote. 
That’s Reagan’s court, too. 


All that really happened in Starke on Tuesday 
was that one species of animal purged itself of a 
dangerously aberrant member. It took a decade to 
accomplish this relatively simple act. Grizzly bears 
and timber wolves do it faster. 

Then again, they don’t applaud afterward. 
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